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The Prompter. 








—- The mighty, TAMERLANE, ~ 
Comes ---- like the Proxy of inquiring Heaven! 
To JUDGE: and, to REDRESS. 
Row E. 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4. 1734. 





November, laying a Kind of An- 
niverfary Claim, to the Repre- 
fenration of One and the fame 
Play, at every Theatre in Town, 
I have fuited my Subjec#, to the 
Seafon, with purpofe to addrets a 

: few Notes, tothe Acrors of Ta- 
merlane, and Bajazet; ata time, when my Readers 
have Opportunity of comparing them with what they 
fhall e8E.—They may afterwards, jvdce,and REDRESS, 
like the Hero, inthe Wordsof my Afsrzo. 

Ir was the Defign of Mr. Rowe to ftrike out, in 
thefe two Great Princes Characters,the frroxgeffOPpro- 
sITION, that Nature is able to furnith, from the clafh- 
ing Effects of the Pafffons —And, thus far, the Players 
comply with the Poer’s Intention: ‘THry, undoubted- 
ly, oppose the Characters: For, while Bajazer, 
over-acting his Rage, forgets, It fhou’d arife from 
Reflexion; TAMERLANE, ontheother hand, under- 
acting his Moderation, ieems never to have remem- 
ber’d, thathe ought to fupport it with Digwity. 

Bur, This ridiculous Kind of Contrafte hits no Part 
of the Author's Defign. —It was in His View, to 
draw Tamerlane, not tame, but forgiving, not de- 
feed, but gentle. — He is nottowawt Fire; but, to 
fupprefs it, by his Prry :--- If He is fuperior to his 





Enemy, in Fortune, It is but the Confequence of his — 





Superiority in his Virtues. He ought to ¢rivmph, 
without Infu/t: but, not to /wfer, without FEELING. 
“As He rifes, without Porp ; He fhou’d defcend, 
without Sinking. 

IN Bajazet, onthe other hand, the Writer oppofes 
aSnaDe, to fet off the Light ofhis Hero. All the 
Meafure of this Prince’s Views, is his Pripe; But, 
His Reason, far from weak, is only, /efs ftrong, 
than his WiLL. His Reflexions are adfive, and 
piercing: but, their Sallies are too fhort ; {topping 
always at HimseLF: and confidering what reftrains 
his AMBITION, as what juftifies his ANGER.—Hence, 
He is over-bearing, and iniolent, not through Want 
of Humanity ; but, from Exce/s of Difdain. —That 
Compaffion, which, FROM Tamer/ane’s emiflive Heart, 
flowsoutward, ona WoRLD,-—- tends izuard, UPON 
Bajazet’s; as He is Himfelf the Centre of his Withes. 

I'r will follow, from a juft Confideration of thefe 
Differences, that the Player, who woud reprefent the 
SERENITY of a Tamerlane, ought to in{piric it by 
hisGReatNess* and, ‘that the Actor, who would 
communicate the Paugs of a Bajazet, mutt derive 
them from his Uvderftanding: mutt appear, as if, 
thinkingly, Provox’D, not, lightly, CAPRICIOUS: 
Heought, as if, by the previous Effect of fome gall- 
ing Meditation, to ExciTE himfelf into Axgui/h; and 
from That Anguith, into Fury --- Not, at once, JIRK, 
thoughtleffly, into Mapness: and, in Place of Ma- 
lefty, give usa Levity, that BEFARCES all his Agony. 

IN Tamerlane, (as in Cato) the 4déor mutt in- 
{pire the Part: whercas, in Characters, which are 
qaflamed, by their Passions, there, the Part may 
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fuftain the Aor, ——— There is an awe-temper’d 
Gentlene/s to be exprefs’d, in this Hero’s Looxs — 
a confcious Superiority in his MovEMENTS — His Voice 
fhou'd GLow with Ezergy: His Words thou’d feem 
to Live, and, as it were, EMBoDY th€mafelves, by 
the affum’d Refemblances of his IpEas. --- His Steps, 
his Turns, his Refts, his Exits, and his Entrances, 
fhou’d, all, be ftrongly mark’d, with the Impreffions of 
his Godlike Character --- In Silence, or in Speaking,. 
Heis Every way diffingnifh'd from, (by being Every 
way, SUPERIOR TO) the Pride, the Rage, the Scorn, 
the Jealoufy, of Bajazct. y 

CoLLECTED in Hitmfelf, and independent on the 
Gifts of Vicrory. His. very Figure fhowd be 
Conqueror. — We fhou'd {ee in it, am Erec#, yet Eafy, 
Contciou{nefs, that All he wifbes for, he mafters.— 
His Sout fhou’d feem to Lift him, in the Freedom 
of his Artitudes, above the Levels of Mortality. 
The Flameof his exalted Purpofes ought to thineupon. 
his Arr ; ought to lighten from his Eyes. — Nota 
Sentiment fhowd fall, undignified, by his Delivery — 
He fhou’d give PREPARATION, by fome Paw/e, Look, 
Gefture, or adapted Requifite, that may ferve to point 
its Force, and drive it, through the Heart of the 
Hearer. 

IN Bajazet’s tumultuous Bitternefs, This rais’d 
Serenity, this felf-fupposted Majeftyof Tamerlane, is 
{trikingly CONTRASTED ; by that ftimulated Hurry of 
contending Pass1oNns.— He is implacable, impatient, 
cruel; from the painful Recolleéfion, of his Pride now 
trampled on: of his Ambition funk, to Mifery.— 
When-ever, therefore, He is Violext, let his Violence 
be apt, and aweful: — Let him appear, (as he is 
drawn) IMPATIENT: — but let him be IMprrtaL, 
in Impatience! — Tho’ He has Right to be. as angry 
as he pleafes, there is a Neceffity, that He fhou’d be 
TERRIBLE, in his Anger. — Never fuffer his Crue/t 
to be reprefented, as Conftitutional: It fhou'd be 
Impreffive, from its Morives ; fromthe remember’d 
IirecoverablenefS of his Empire, and his Glory: — 
He fhowd THINK himfelf into a. hundred different 
Changes, yet, #4ll thofe Changes fhou’d be AGony. 

WHEN he frets, repines, ftarts, curfes, or ree 
proaches, He fhou’d do it, witha ftinging Sen/e, as 
Well of the Decorum, Heis fallen from, as of the Con- 
dition, ixto which he is fallen. — Tho” he de/dairs, he 
fhou’d defpair, /éke az EMPERoR.— Whereas we have 
Players, who imagine, they expres thefe Paffions, 
by unmanly Flings, Nods, Flownciugs ; and the Mouth- 
ings of a nettled Levity: as-if the burning Indigna- 
tion of an imperious Captive Mozarch, were to be 
copied, from the Poftures of fome Boxing ’Prentice, 
forcibly held back, trom Quarrelling. 

A ruin’d King, no doubt, of Bajazet’s rath Temper, 
wou'd exprels Di/dain, by TURBULENCE ; and Rage, 
by AcrraTion.— But, ltisas queftionles a Suppo- 
fition, that He wou’d not forget, (as {ome Afors are 
apt to do) that there is a Turbulence, without BULLY- 
ING, and an Agitation, wichout AUKWARDNESS.—=— 
Dhe fpitting, frisky, Tumblings, of a perfecuted Cat, 
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colnpar’d with the majeftick Anger ofa Lyon, prefs'd 
by Huntfmen, will afford a clear Diftinction, be- 
tween what IS, and That which ought to be, on 
this Occafion. ) 

Ir is, among Players, an Opinion, as general, as 
Miftaken, that TAMERLANE is an wa/pirited Cha- 
racter ; and, They do their Idea full Fuftice, by the 
Manner wherein they perform it. I conceive, 
on thecontrary, that there is not a Parton the Stage, 
more replete, with Significance, and Beauty. — It 
They FIND him Lancuip, they make him fo :— 
They give us, for Tamerlane, Their ABRIDGEMENT 
of Tamerlane.— They cut, wrong, like the Wel/hman 
inthe Story, ’till the Cloak is reduc’d toa BuTTon ; 
and, -theri, boaft of their Ské/, that (at laft) made 
SOMETHING, of the Character. 

THERE is in Tamerlane, as much, even of what 
Payers call Spirit, as can rationally be found in 
Bajazet. —The QuanTiTY of their Fire is Equal: 
Bur, in QuALITY, there is infinite Difference. 
That of Bajazet, burns, ExPOs’D, as on fome barren, 
and unfhelter’d Height, to the Raixs, and the Plafts, 
Of his Fortune. That of Tamerlane fhines, inclosd, 
and defended ; prefervingitfelf, asin a LIGHT-HOUSE, 
for the Safety, and Service, of OTHERS. 

I appeal to the Ador’s REASON ; not pretending to 
direé them, by the pedantic Authority, of OPINION. 
—— He, who comes (as my Mottoexpreties it) toJUDGE, 
and toREDREss : — He, who comes, for Both thefe 
noble Purpofes, like the PRoxy of inquiring HEAVEN! 
— He, furely! mutt have been intended, by the 
Poet, the moft Aweful, among Mortals, in his Jup1- 
CIAL Capacity ; and the moft Spirited, in his Execu- 
TIVE. 

Bur, the Players have a Right, to except again{t 
my Notions of Tamerlane: They will, however, it 
isto be hop’d, condefcend to BELIEVE Tamerlane, 
when he {peaks of H1MseLF. — Let the Hero, there- 
fore decide the Difpute; and determine, Whether 
his Refentments are to be ftoically, EFFACED, or only, 
gxardedly HELD IN, ,by his Rea/oz. 








“ Yet --- ere thou rathly, urgemy RAGE -- too far-- 


Mark, here, how plainly He confeffes himfelf, 
notonly uzder Emotion, but even urg’d into RacE! 
—and, need I obferve, to an Adfor of Tragedy, that 
He who is enraged, is already, more than Axzry ?--- 
How then can he want Sprrir: Since Anger can 
pr be acted, without /barp, ahd indignant Excess 
of it? 





“ YwaRn thee, to take HEED. lama Man: 
And have the Frailties, common to Man’s Nature. 

“¢ The fiery Seeds of WRATH arein my TEMPER: 

“¢ And may beblown, up to fo FIERCE 2 BLAzE, 

* As Wifdom CANNOT RULE. 


Cov’p it have been poffible, in plainer Words, to 
fhew the Struggles, the Reftraints, the active labour’d, 
Glowings, of a fuppre/s'd Indignation, painfully with- 
held by Recollection? And, fhallan for be 
permitted to aN, He reaches This, by {mooth, 
untouching Indolence ¢ the round, and eafy, Oiline/s, 
of Utterance without Mark, or Meaning ? 

. AGAIN,--- What Tranfport of exclamatory Sharp- 
nefs, cou’'deven Bajazet aflume, beyond what Ta- 
MERLANE muf? (neceffarily) ftart into, (unlefs He 
wou'd be weak, and fhamehis Character) when pro- 
vok'd to the following Impetuofity ? 





ome Oh! that thouwert 
© The Lord, ofall thofe Thoufands, that lie breathlefs, 
“ Ox yonder Field of Blood ! --- that I,--- AGAIN ---- 
“ Might HUNT thee --- in the Face, of Death, and 
“ Danger :——? 
“ Through, the tumultuous BATTLE : --- and, there, 
“ FORCE shee, 


 Vanquill’d--- and finking, underneath my Arm 
> id ? 
“ ToowN —- Thou hoft waduc’d me---like a VILLaIn | 


Pray, what is sow, become of that wmfpiriteg 
EquaLiry, fo unaccountably fuppos’d necefia by 
the Reprefenters of this Character ? --- Whar wecheckt 
Precipitation of Fury! What unbounded Emotion of 
Body! What tranfported Emiffion of Sozl! What 
Menace, in the Action! What Violence in the Loop f 
What climbing Elevation andEruption, in the Voice ! 
can be Too MUCH, to paint fuch Sentiments? Yer 
ftill, He goeson, into mew Starts of Paffion, . 


“ Wert thou not thelter’d, by thy abject State, 
“ The CaPrivE of my SworD 





CauLinG in the Affiftance of ScoRN, as it were 
to temper, and give Reft; to his ANGER, by the Con- 
tempt He finds due to its Object — And is not fo 
active, {0 reproachful, aScoRN, a frefh Change, into 
SPIRIT ? From which fee him returning, ina 
Moment, to his RAGE. 
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“ By my juft ANGER! 

“ My Breath, like THUNDER, /how’d confound thyPride, 

“¢ And doom thee Dead --- THIs INSTANT -==with @ 
“ ‘WorbD. 


ONE wou'd think, that, Unfortunately for 
Bajazet, tome of our Players had in this Place, mif- 
led him, into a Notion, that (norwithftanding all bis 
Blufter) Tamerlane had No Spirtr, at the Bottom— 
So, he plucks up a good Heart ; and ventures to ¢ry 
it, in this civ#/ Reply. 


“¢ °Tis FALSE.--- my Fate’s ABOVE thee: —- and thon 
“© DAR’ST not. 


WHAT Tamerlane anfwers, to This, many of our 
AcToRs, (Lknow) have the Artto conceive and ex- 
prefs, without VIOLENCE. --- For my Part, I content 
myfelt to be but a diftant ADMIRER of their Capa- 
clues : | 


“Ha !--DaRE NoT!--Thou haf? R A1s’D my pond’rous 
“ RAGE; 

“ And, NOW, it FALLS---to CRUSH thee, at a Blow. 

“ A GUARD there. ~~ SEIZE, ~-- and drag him, to bis 
“FATE. 


I FI wereto be hang’dnow, or find out fome Way, 
to deliver this Speech, without SpiriT, and Fire 
in the molt agitating Senfe of the Words, I cou’ 
not fucceed in my Search ---unlefs the PLAYERS 
(rather than /ofe fo good a Friend as the PROMPTER) 
wou'd, fome of ’em, be fo kind, as to teach me their 
Method. 

HowEvER, left it fhould ftill be fuppos’d (by Men, 
tenacious enough of their Notions) that Tamerlane 
was of an Opinion quite different from Mine, and 
{poke not with fuch Warmth as I dream of —- HEAR 
him, when he relea/es the Turk, in Compliance with 
the Prayer of Arpajia. 


“ Sultan,--be saFE------Reafon RESUMES her Empire : 
“© And I am CooL, AGAIN. 


AND, here, I think, we may Sum up the Evidente.- 
Since Rea/on cou’d not RESUME, an Empire,which fhe 
had not Lost: nor cou’d Tamerlane, with any Pro- 

riety, have been faid to growcooL, AGAIN, unle 
He had been waRM in what forewent it. 

I infer, from the Whole, that the Fire, in BajA- 
zE'T’s Character, muft be mix’d with, and fet off by, 
the painful Reflexions, which produce it And, the 
SERENITY, in TAMERLANE’s, fhou’d appear adfively 
fufceptible of whatever is dreadful, and /pirited. 
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